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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-6, 11-16, 18-23, and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
unpatentable by Eyer et al. (US 6160545). 

Claims 1 and 15, Eyer discloses an apparatus for decoding packetized 
program information from a 1 st source to provide a program guide (Fig. 1 , 3) 
comprising: 

A processor 170 for acquiring ancillary and program guide information in the 
packetized program information (Col. 8, lines 35-52), the ancillary information 
including. 

Channel mapping information enabling a user of the decoding apparatus to 
select between different groups of broadcast services collated by area (Fig. 4; Col. 
8, lines 64-Col. 9, lines 20), and 

Data for collating program guide information associated with the broadcast 
services by scheduled time of broadcast (Col. 4, lines 25-31 ), and 
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A data collector (350, 348,180) for collating the program guide information 
associated with the broadcast services using the ancillary information (Col. 9, lines 
45-56); and 

A display processor 190 for processing the collated program guide 
information for display (Col. 9, lines 54-56). 

Claim 2, Eyer further discloses wherein the area comprises at least one of a 
geographic area, an area served by a satellite, terrestrial, or a cable broadcaster and 
a market area of a service provider (Col. 9, lines 10-44). 

Claim 3, Eyer further discloses wherein the channel mapping information 
comprises at least one of a channel information map associating particular 
broadcast channels with particular areas, and a service information map associating 
particular services with particular areas (Col. 4, lines 51 -Col. 5, lines 8 and Col. 9, 
lines 2-20). 

Claim 4, Eyer further discloses wherein the services comprise at least two of 
video channels, audio channels, internet service, phone or fax service, WAN service 
(Fig. 1 , 2; Col. 5, lines 45-Col. 6, lines 1 7). 
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Claim 5, Eyer further discloses wherein the channel mapping information 
associates particular broadcast channels with a region identification designation 
(Fig. 4; Col. 9, lines 1-35). 

Claim 6, Eyer further discloses wherein the region identification designation 
comprises at least one of a zip code, a telephone area code, and another region 
code, (Col. 21, lines 18-31) and 

The data collator collates program guide information by comparing the region 
identification designation with a pre-stored region identification designation of the 
apparatus (Col. 21 , lines 24-31 and Col. 9, lines 44-62); 

Claim 11, Eyer further discloses wherein the channel mapping information is 
formed in accordance with MPEG protocol (Col. 8, lines 14-18; Col. 1 1 , lines 34-41) 
ai^d uses at least one data fields selected from a table_id_extension fields, a 
carrousselid field, and a user defined private data fields (see table 2; Col. 12 with 
"table J D"). 

Claim 12, Eyer further discloses wherein the data collator collates the 
program guide information in response to a user selection input to provide a program 
guide selected from at least two available program guides associated with different 
areas (Col. 21, lines 13-38). 
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Claim 1 3, Eyer further discloses wherein the ancillary information is 
partitioned by area at the transport protocol level enabling filtering of the ancillary 
information by area prior to post-transport processing (Col. 10, lines 8-65+; Fig. 4). 

Claim 14, Eyer further discloses wherein the ancillary information is 
partitioned by area enabling different ancillary information elements to targeted for 
decoding in corresponding different areas (Col. 10, lines 8-65+ and Col. 18, lines 28- 
Col. 21, lines 7 and Fig.4). 

Claim 16, as analyzed with respect to claim 1 , Eyer further discloses a 
storage medium 350 (Fig. 3) that stores all the limitation claimed (Col. 9, lines 35- 
Col. 10, lines 6). 

Claim 18, method claim 18 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 1, in 
which Eyer further discloses "forming linking information associating programs with 
said broadcast services; and incorporating said ancillary information and said linking 
information into packetized data for output to a transmission channel (see Fig. 2). 

Claim 19, method claim 19 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 2. 
Claim 20, method claim 20 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 3. 
Claim 21 , method claim 21 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 5. 
Claim 22, method claim 22 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 6. 
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Claim 23, method claim 23 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 1 . 
Claim 27, method claim 27 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 14. 

Claim 28. Eyer further discloses wherein the particular decoder is associated 
with the particular area using a unique decoder identification code (Col. 21 , lines 20- 
31). 

Claim 29, Eyer further discloses "dynamically updating said information 
associating a particular area with at least one particular decoder to associate a 
different area with said particular decoder" (Col. 21, lines 30-39). 

Claim 30, method claim 30 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 1 1 . 

Claims 31 and 32, method claims 31 and 32 are analyzed with respect to 
apparatus claim 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made- 
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2. Claims 7-10, 17, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Eyer et al. (US 6160545) in view of Stautner et al. (US 6172677). 

Claim 7, Eyer does not disclose "wherein the ancillary information includes 
objects associated with the program guide information and includes information 
partitioned into tables, and the processor acquires data for collating the tables and 
object by areas"; however, Eyer discloses channel mapping information as 
discussed in claim 1 (see Fig. 2; col. 7, lines 20-60 and Col. 8, lines 35-Col. 9, lines 
44). 

Stautner discloses the use of database containing descriptive information 
about related services/as ancillary information, includes objects (i.e., icons/objects 
and other means to indicate the availability of additional information) associated with 
program broadcast (i.e., TV program) on particular channels (Col. 3, lines 50-65+; 
col. 5, lines 65-Col. 6, lines 60). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Eyer with 
Stautner so to provide to user an integrated content guide with associated features 
provided (i.e., URL) for searching and finding content of interest both within and 
across plurality of signal types (Col. 2, lines 64-Col. 3, lines 8). 



Claim 8, Eyer does not clearly disclose wherein the data for collating the 
tables and objects includes region identification designations for associating objects 
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with regions that are different to table regions, and the data collator collates the 
objects into regions different to regions of the tables. 

Stautner discloses wherein the data for collating the tables and objects 
includes region identification designations for associating objects with regions that 
are different to table regions, and the data collator collates the objects into regions 
different to regions of the tables (see fig. 3 and 5; Col. 6, lines 8-Col. 7, lines 50). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Eyer with Stautner so to provide to user a single 
coherent and informative controlling front end /GUI that allows user ease to 
navigate, select or take action that may be needed as part of the interactive of the 
program guide (Col. 2, lines 64-Col. 3, lines. 8). 

Claim 9, Eyer' s IPG inherently meets the claimed limitation "wherein said 
object comprises at least one of a video segment, an audio segment, text, an icon 
representing a user selectable item for display, an HTML or SGML document, a 
menu of selectable items, an image windows for presenting within an encompassing 
image, and an image for initiating a multimedia function" because Eyer 's IPG is an 
Interactive program guide in which at least meets "a menu of selectable items". 



Claim 10, Eyer does not clearly disclose "wherein ancillary information 
includes acquisition information for use in acquiring said ancillary information from a 
second source different to said first source, and said acquisition information includes 
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one of an Internet URL, an Internet IP address, an Email address, and a 
telephone/fax/videophone number." 

Stautner discloses "wherein ancillary information includes acquisition 
information for use in acquiring said ancillary information from a second source 
different to said first source, and said acquisition information includes one of an 
Internet URL, an Internet IP address, an Email address, and a 
telephone/fax/videophone number" (Fig. 3; Col. 5, lines 24-65+). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Eyer with Stautner so to provide to user an integrated content guide 
with associated features provided (i.e., URL) for searching and finding content of 
interest both within and across plurality of signal types (Col. 2, lines 64-Col. 3, lines 
8). 

Claim 17, Eyer does not clearly disclose "wherein the channel mapping 
information includes a program information map linking the objects with program 
guide information items associated with program broadcast on particular channels"; 
however, Eyer discloses channel mapping information as discussed in claim 1. 

Stautner discloses the use of database containing descriptive information 
about related services (i.e., icons/objects and other means to indicate the availability 
of additional information) associated with program broadcast (i.e., TV program) on 
particular channels (Col. 3, lines 50-65+; col. 5, lines 65-Col. 6, lines 60). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
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was made to modify Eyer with Stautner so to provide to user an integrated content 
guide with associated features provided (i.e., URL) for searching and finding content 
of interest both within and across plurality of signal types (Col. 2, lines 64-Col. 3, 
lines 8). 

Claim 24 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 7. 
Claim 25 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 9. 
Claim 26 is analyzed with respect to apparatus claim 8. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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